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President's report 


Anecdote 


During the first week of the school holidays, | was at The 
Lakes National Park, which lies past Loch Sport and south 
of Sale, on the peninsula wedged between Lake Victoria 
and Lake Reeve. We had very nice, warm weather—it 
was only after we had left our camping there that storms 
came through. The boys' attempts at fishing were rather 
disappointing but as for observations, The Lakes NP is an 
excellent site to see those highly diverse banksia- 
dominated woodlands and heathlands in full flower. 


It was an excellent place for other observations too. While 
at Point Wilson, just across from Paynesville, we saw a 
dolphin passing up Lake Victoria, and near our campsite 
there were what appeared to be three or four sea eagles 
nesting near the beach. At one point, Dylan came up wide 
-eyed saying he had seen the sea eagle diving and 
catching fish just off the beach from him. Clearly, they 
were far more adept at that exercise than we were! | took 
the opportunity later (in training for the half-marathon) to 
go for a run up a sandy track. It was closed to vehicles. At 
one point, an eagle took off from a tree about 50 m from 
me. That was a shock to the system. Along the run, | also 
saw feral deer and kangaroos. All the time the park was 
alive with bird-song. 


Jerringot Management Plan 
On more prosaic, but important, matters, CoGG have 


| completed their tender of the preparation of a 
management plan for Jerringot wetlands, which the GFNC 


Tonight... 
...David Cheal from the Arthur Rylah Institute will be talking about fire ecology. 


At the November meeting... 


...Bruce Lindsay 


has historically had significant involvement with. We have 
been asked to provide what flora and fauna data we have 
or have access to, as part of preparing the management 
system. | expect that much of what we provide will 
constitute the baseline data for the study and 
management plan. If anyone has any published or 
unpublished data, it would be very useful if you could let 
us know. Valda Dedman has kindly agreed to act as a 
contact point for this collection. As many will know, Valda 
has had a long involvement and interest in the wetlands 
and the Belmont Common. 


Point Lonsdale Golf Course 


Finally, the Club has made submissions to the planning 
panel charged with undertaking the inquiry into 
redevelopment of the Point Lonsdale Golf Course. That 
proposed development would have significant impacts on 
important areas of high conservation habitat in the vicinity 
of Lake Victoria, as well as impacts on migratory and 
woodland bird species, including those protected under 
international conventions. We have argued for substantial 
amendment to the proposal in order to take account 
satisfactorily of these natural features and values. If 
anyone would like a copy of the submission, please drop 
me aline and | will pass a copy on. There will be a 
subsequent directions hearing held on the matter in 
December and the hearings proper will be held in 
February 2012. 


...ousan Howells will talk about our amazing local seaweeds. 


(5255 


[Any observations (plant, ‘mammal, bird, reptile, wae etc. Je can nbe 
emailed to the GFNC. email address or phoned: to Barry Lingham - 
sothat they can be incorporated onto, the site frequently. 


The photo on the front cover, by Trevor Pescott, is of a male Imperial 
Jezebel feeding on Swamp Heath at Yaugher. See full report on p. 12 


_ GFNC: website ee 


GFNC Web page: http: JhomeĘienet.n net. staul-atnol a — : 
e-mail address: Eindir eenei Co 


The photos on the back cover, by Lorraine Phelan, are of Scarlet Sundew 
at Inverleigh Reserve and Rabbit-ears Orchid at Butchers Rd, Brisbane 
Ranges. 


ŘS i 
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Mammal trapping—Caspers-Yaugher 


21-24 September 2011 
GPS 54 735650E 5735719N AEC Permit 14.09. DSE Permit 10005048 


rapping was carried out in the unburnt section of the 

Otway Forest Park, south of Boundary Road and west of 
Caspers Access, Yaugher. The habitat is a heathy woodland 
with Narrow-leaf Peppermint over-storey. a 


A total of 50 small Elliott traps were set in five transects each 
of 10 traps, at different parts of the block. In addition, three 
Pix Controller cameras had been placed on 17/09/11. 


In both cases, the bait used was the standard herbivore mix 
of peanut butter, oatmeal and honey. 


With a warm evening forecast for 22/09/11, one harp trap 
was also set. 


Results: 

Short-beaked Echidna Tachyglossus aculeatus—one 
photographed, diggings noted. 

Agile Antechinus Antechinus agilis—4 caught, all females 
with small pouch young. 

Common Ringtail Possum Pseudocheirus peregrines— 
several disused dreys noted. 

Long-nosed Potoroo Potorus tridactylus—one trapped and 
others photographed on all cameras. 

Black Wallaby Wallabia bicolour—one photographed. 

Lesser Long-eared Bat Nyctophilus geoffroyi—one female 
caught. 

Large Forest Bat Vespadelus darlingtoni—two males and - 
one female caught. 

Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes—50 caught, others photographed. 


Comments: 

The traps in which animals were caught were not re-set, 
giving a total of 107 trap/nights. The cameras were retained 
in place, but the bait changed to a fish-based cat food on 
24/09/11. The cameras were collected on 29/09/11, 

and among the several hundred photographs were echidnas, 
pototoos, Bush Rats, a Common Ringtail Possum and 
Rufous Bristlebirds, but neither cats or foxes—surprising 
since the bait was fish-based cat food. 


Trapping was undertaken in the same place between 18-20 
June 2011 when 6 Agile Antechinuses, 7 House Mice and 21 
Bush Rats were caught. 


It is intended to undertake a similar survey in the burnt area 
on the north side on Boundary Road in the next month. 
Trapping was undertaken there between 16-19 June 2011; 
see Geelong Naturalist July 2011 for results. 


The purpose of the surveys is to compare the burnt and 
unburnt areas, and to record the return of mammals to the 
area burnt earlier this year; see Geelong Naturalist June 
2011. j 


... Trevor Pescott 


Birds: 


Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Golden Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Pied Currawong 


Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Crimson Rosella 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
White-throated Treecreeper 


Rufous Bristtebird Grey Fantail 

Striated Thornbill (nesting) Little Raven 

Brown Thornbill Eastern Yellow Robin 
Eastern Spinebill Silvereye 


Yellow-faced honeyeater Common Blackbird 


Other fauna: 
Yellow Admiral Butterfly 
Omorgus (Trox) sp. Hide Beetle (see photos p. 2) 


Acknowledgement: 
Thanks to DSE, Colac, for permission to carry out this 
survey. 


Large Forest Bat, Yaugher Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Lesser Long-eared Bat, Yaugher 
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Short-beaked Echidna 


Fat-tailed Dunnart 


Common Ringtail Possum 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Black Wallaby 


Brown Rat 


Seal sp. 2 
Dolphin sp. c5 


Dolphin sp. c25 
c5 


07/08/11 


16/08/11 


16/09/11 


13/08/11 


18/08/11 


12/09/11 
10/09/11 


22/09/11 
19/03/11 


03/08/11 
15/09/11 


05/08/11 
05/08/11 


08/11 
31/08/11 


Mammal Atlas additions 


Branding Yard area, You Yangs, a large (female?) with two smaller 
animals, possibly males following; mating procession? 


Quarry Track, Brisbane Ranges, at 5.20 p.m.; crossed track then foraged 
beside the track. 


Mooleric Road, Birregurra; found in a small nest built on the ground 
beneath a sheet of corrugated roofing material, in an open paddock. 
(Mooleric Road runs north from the Princes Hwy to Mt Gellibrand.) 


You Yangs. It was in a tree in which White-winged Choughs had a nest. 
‘The family of choughs arrived, displayed, called and carried on for some 
minutes as the Koala watched...Chough behaviour didn't seem to 
directed at the Koala or at me.' 


Serendip, female with a small joey clinging to her chest crossed to a tree 
and climbed up. 

Ring Road, 1 km south of Ballarat Road, roadkilled. 

Cuthbert Ave., Highton; a juvenile blown out of a tree during heavy rain 
and strong wind. It was checked by a vet, and later released. 

Among glasswort in the Breamlea Flora Reserve, south of Blackgate 
Road, 5.00 p.m. 

Long Point Track, Long Forest, standing among shrubs in mallee habitat. 
You Yangs. 

Sutherlands Creek Road, Anakie, roadkilled. 

(According to Maddie Glynn of Barwon Coast Care, Brown Rats are very 
abundant in the Ocean Grove-Barwon Heads area. She showed me 
some patches near the Barwon Heads bridge which had been 
extensively burrowed-through by the rats. The rats feed on oxalis bulbs 
as well as other things. The diggings could be mistaken at first glance for 
Swamp rat activity, but the burrows are deeper than their surface 
diggings. Maddie has not found Black Rats in the area. TP) 


Apollo Bay with dolphins, apparently feeding. 

Apollo Bay, between the breakwater and beach, watched for about 20 
minutes as they apparently were feeding. 

A large group off St Leonards in early August. 

About 500m offshore in Lonsdale Bight off Queenscliff. 


JDy, EWt 
JDy 


RBe 


JDy, EWt 


JDy, EWt 


AMe 
GMe 


TFI 
MHe 


JDy, EWt 
TP 


MHe, DHe 
MHe, DHe 


SQ 
SQ 


Observers: AMe, Alastair Meldrum; DHe, Dean Hewish; EWt, Echidna Walkabout; GMe, George Mellens; JDy, Janine Duffy; MHe, 
Marilyn Hewish; RBe, Rob Beach; SQ, Stuart Quick; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott 


his Hide Beetle was one of two found in the harp trap at 

Caspers-Yaugher, apparently flying in at night. It ‘plays dead' 
as ameans of escape from predators, falling to the ground 
motionless where it is hard to see among leaf-litter. Both adults 
and larvae feed on carrion, particularly the skin, fur and feathers 


of creatures that have been dead for some while, unlike the 
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carrion beetles that like fresher food! There are at least 30 Trox 
species found in Australia, and hundreds worldwide. They belong 
to Family Trogidae, and are related to the Scarabs. It seems 
likely that this specimen is Omorgus (formerly Trox) litigiosus. 
Photos and text: Trevor Pescott 


7 Next trapping 


“Edwards Point Reserve and Queenscliff Narrows 


This is a rather more re complicated program ti than usual! 


We will set cameras, harps: and Binet Irap o! on Edwards Point HE evel on 1 Saturday 8 October and also carry outa survey of small 


mammals at Queenscliff Natrows from Monday ; 19 October. 


Details of timing are as awe 
Saturday 8 October: 


1.00 p.m. oe at the entrance o ther reserve to set the cameras, Elliott and other traps. 
Because the harp iraps will be set across the path through the reserve, these will not be placed until 


about 7.00.p.m. oe if the weather forecast i is for selan about 10: alles overnight, we will not'set: the 


eae a harps.) 
Sunday 9 October: 

: epee the pales. 
Monday 10 October: 


Tuesday 11 October: 
Wednesday 12 October: 
Wey 1 3 October: 


6.00 a. m. meet at the reserve entrance to check the harp traps,. then any ther traps that are in Blase: 
The very sady: start is necessary so we can move the pars before most walkers and j Joggers pegin using 


8.00 a.m. meet at the reserve ‘entrance to check ape ie 

1.00 p.m. ‘meet at the end of Fraser Street, Queenscliff to set Elliott traps at the OTE. 

8.00 a.m. meet at the end of Fraser Street to check the traps, then go to Edwards Point to collect traps. 
8.00 a.m. meet at Fraser Street to check the traps. 

8.00 a. m. meet at Fraser Street to collect the 3 traps; then go to Edwards Point to collect the cameras. 


For further details please contact Trevor F Pescott on ppescott@optusnet. com. au or phone 5243 4368. 


Mid-week Bird Group—excursion report 
Anglesea Heath, 25 August 2011 


ourteen members and friends met at the corner of Gum Flats 

Rd and Bald Hills Rd to explore the Anglesea Heath along 
Bald Hills Rd and Alcoa Boundary Tk and Peregrine Tk. On a 
mild morning of very strong N wind howling across the heath; 


Australian Wood Duck; 4, Gum Flats Rd. 2 pr noted along 
roadside on edge of woodland. 

Wedge-tailed Eagle; 3 birds in flight to N of Bald Hills Rd. 

Galah; 2, Gum Flat. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo; 6, cnr Gum Flats Rd and Bald Hills 
Rd. 

Crimson Rosella; 6, cnr Gum Flats Rd and Bald Hills Rd and 
also along Bald Hills Rd. 

Blue-winged Parrot; 2, cnr Gum Flats Rd and Bald Hills Rd. 2 
birds flew into woodland. 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo; 1, Peregrine Tk. 1 heard. 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo; 1, Bald Hills Rd. 1 heard. 

White-throated Treecreeper; 2, Cnr Gum Flats Rd and Bald 
Hills Rd. Hd. Also heard at Gum Flat. 

Superb Fairy-wren; 16, Peregrine Tk (10) and Gum Flat (6). 

Striated Thornbill; 2, Peregrine Tk 

Buff-rumped Thornbill; Gum Flat heard. 

Brown Thornbill; Bald Hills Rd, Peregine Tk, Gum Flat. Heard 
at each site. 

Spotted Pardalote; Peregrine Tk, Gum Flat. Heard at both sites. 

Eastern Spinebill; 1, Bald Hills Rd near Peregrine Tk at 
flowering mistletoe. 


...Craig Morley 


birding was very difficult, as evidenced by our total of 28 species. 
Ahead of a looming cold front from the SW we adjourned to Gum 
Flat for lunch. 

Leader: Craig Morley 


Yellow-faced Honeyeater; Gum Flat. Heard several times. 

White-eared Honeyeater; 6, Peregrine Tk. Several birds heard 
and seen. 

Red Wattlebird; Gum Flat. Heard. 

Brown-headed Honeyeater; 14, Bald Hills Rd. A small flock 
(10) probably of this species flew from roadside trees as 
vehicles drove along. Gum Flat several heard. 

White-naped Honeyeater; Gum Flat. Heard. 

Golden Whistler; Peregrine Tk, Gum Flat. Plaintive single 
whistle heard at each site. A 

Pied Currawong; 12, cnr Gum Flats Rd and Bald Hills Rd (10). 
Also heard along Bald Hills Rd. 

Grey Fantail; 4, Peregrine Tk, Gum Flat. Heard and seen at first 
site, heard at second. 

Forest Raven; 1, Gum Flat. Identified by bass baritone call. 

Little Raven; 1, Bald Hills Rd near Peregine Tk 1 heard and 
seen. ; 

Scarlet Robin; 2, Gum Flat. Pair. 

Eastern Yellow Robin; 1, Gum Flat. Heard. 

Welcome Swallow; 2, Peregrine Tk. Overhead. 


Did you know? 


'The Birds Australia Atlas database is steadily growing larger, 
with around 100 surveys added each and evẹry day. The 
magical milestone of the he ten-millionth record is approaching 
rapidly.' Atlas News August 2011 


Gina and her family challenged themselves to living a year 
without buying virgin plastic. You can read her blog about how 
they are managing. 

www.aplasticfreeyear.blogspot.com 
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Out and about 
Discovering the Pilliga 


P illiga? What does it mean? It is not in the dictionary. You 
can't sum it up in a word. It used to be called ‘the 'Pilliga 
Scrub’, a somewhat derogatory term for an area so large and 
diverse and interesting. | have travelled 
through it, camped in it, been lost in it, 
needed 4WD to escape its clutches, 
been charmed by its strange beauty, 
and have not even seen one-thousandth 
part of it. 


Eric Rolls wrote in 1979: It is busy with 
trees, with animals and with men. It is 
lonely and beautiful. It is a million wild 
acres. And there is no other forest like it. 


Its 500 000 hectares of public land in 
the middle of New South Wales. The 
Pilliga is the largest area of native forest 
in New South Wales west of the Great 
Divide. It is ajigsaw of Nature 
Reserves, Nature Conservation Areas, 
National Parks, State Forests, Flora 
Reserves, Heritage Sites, Aboriginal 
Areas and private land and has known 
many changes during its long history. 


seen it. 


Start back in the Jurassic age, 150 
million years ago, when a series of 
shallow freshwater inland lakes covered 
the area. For millennia rivers deposited 
sediments in them in horizontal layers 
which were later compressed and 
‘cemented into rock—sandstones and 
shale, and eventually uplifted. Pillaga 
sandstone underlies everything from 
Dubbo to Queensland. In places it is 
300 metres thick. The beds dip to the northwest and form aquifer 
beds which feed into the Surat section of the Great Artesian 
Basin. The Pilliga itself has broken low ranges up to 500 metres 
in the east and wide sandy plains in the west. It forms the 
watershed between the Namoi and the Castlereagh rivers, but 
there are no permanent streams within it. Creek beds apparently 
choked with sand, may hold water below. It has been shattered 
in the south where the magma of the great Warrumbungle shield 
volcano broke through some 18 million years ago. 


and tumbledown gums. 


Pilliga sandstone is composed of 75% quartz, 15% plagioclase 
and 10% iron oxide. It weathers to a sandy, porous and infertile 
soil, not much good for agriculture, but great for plant diversity, 
plants that have adapted to this environment over millennia. It 
has known various forms of forest, and still does. The slightest 
difference in soil is revealed by what grows there. Its ecology has 
been shaped by fire. The original Gamilaroi people used fire as a 
management tool. In recent times there have been some 
immense forest fires. There is divided opinion about the density 
of trees in the forest when Europeans first came to the area and 
there certainly could have been no uniformity. 


John Oxley was the first white person to encounter the Pilliga, in 
1818, when he was returning to the coast after believing that the 
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Mt Bullaway from the west, as Oxley would have 


Timmailallie Creek with dry sandy bed, ironbarks 


. Valda Dedman 


Macquarie River ended in impenetrable marshes. It was not a 
happy encounter. After struggling over featureless plains he saw 
mountains ahead, which he named Arbuthnot's Range. Today it 
is Known by its Gamilaroi name, 
Warrumbungles, meaning crooked 
mountains. Oxley climbed a high peak at 
the northern end, which he named Mt 
Exmouth. It is not the mountain further 
south which today is known as Mt 
Exmoutha and which is the only peak in 
the Warrumbungles which bears a 
European name. Oxley scaled Mt 
Bullaway, nearly as high and from which 
he had an uninterrupted view north over 
the plains to another range he called 
Hardwicke's and which he wanted to 
explore before finally going back to 
Sydney. So he headed around the 
northern end of the Warrumbungles and 
had his first experience with the 
treacherous Pilliga, whose western edge 
he was skirting. 


Photo: Valda Dedman 


August 11. Our route lay over low 
valleys of considerable extent of open 
forest ground, but so soft and boggy, 
that it was with difficulty we made any 
progress: it would seem that much rain 
had fallen here lately, and completely 
saturated the soil, which is a light, sandy 
mould ... Inthe evening we had an awful 
storm of thunder and lightning, 
accompanied with torrents of rain. The 
reverberation of sound among the hills 
was astonishing. The natives continue in 
our vicinity unheeded, and unheeding: 
even the noise of their mogo [stone axe] upon the trees is a relief 
from the otherwise utter loneliness of feeling we cannot help 
experiencing in these desolate wilds. 


Photo: Valda Dedman 


He made little progress, both horses and men stumbling in what 
he called quicksands. 


August 13. They are indeed properly so termed, consisting of two 
or three inches of light mould, on about eighteen inches of loose 
sand, the whole covering a rocky or stony bottom. On treading 
on them, water would fly up several inches; and it was with 
difficulty men could pass over them, much less horses. 

The appearance of the country passed over was most desolate 
and forbidding, but while the soil on which grow the iron-bark, 
pine, and box, is as invariably a loose sand, rendered by the rain 
a perfect quicksand. 


Time and again he was forced to retreat. He could only make his 
way through this ‘desert’ by following down the streams. On the 
eastern side of the Pilliga he met scrub and closely growing 
trees. 


August 17. Our course this day led us over a barren, rocky 
country, consisting of low stony ranges, divided by valleys of 


pure sand, and usually wet and marshy: latterly we appear to be 
descending from a considerable height, to a lower country to the 
north-east. The whole was a mere scrub covered with dwarf iron 
barks, apple trees, and small gums; the soil scarcely any thing 
but sand, on which grass grew in single, detached roots. The 
horses fell repeatedly in the course of the day, and they were 
now so weak that they sank at every soft place ... In our track we 
saw no signs of natives, and the country seemed abandoned of 
every living thing. Silence and desolation reigned around. 


The next day was worse. 

August 18...we entered a very thick forest of small iron barks 
which had been lately burnt; and their black stems and branches, 
with the dull bluish colour of their foliage, gave the whole a 
singularly dismal and gloomy appearance. So thick was the 
forest that we could hardly turn our horses, nor could the sun's 
rays penetrate to the sandy desert on which these trees grew. 
Without the usual appearances of a bog, our horses were in an 
instant up to their bellies. 


The soil is notorious especially after rain, it looks firm but drivers 
should keep to formed roads; even the edges can be 
treacherous. Over such a vast area soils can also be varied, from 
deep sands to gilgais (clay pans). 


Some striking cave formations have 
been weathered out of the sandstone. 
The aboriginal heritage site in the Pilliga 
Nature Reserve east of the Newell 
Highway is particularly impressive and 
beautiful—nature’s sculptures of pink 
and cream and one vast pillared and 
windowed hall overlooking the 
Yaminbah valley below, where John 
Oxley toiled and turned back, unable to 
reach the beckoning Nandewar Range. 
Some tool sharpening grooves anda 
few pecked images are all that is visible 
of indigenous occupation, but it is easy 
to imagine people living in the series of 
deep shelters in the towering rock. 
Trees seem to grow upwards out of 
solid sandstone and some plants find 
root in hollows and cling to the rock face 
as they climb towards the light. 


By the 1830s white settlers had moved 
in with their flocks; by the 1860s 
drought, falling productivity and 
thickening cypress growth forced many 
off the land. Rabbits arrived in the 
1870s. By then, it was the cypress pine 
timber that was valuable and mills were 
set up, which continued to harvest this 
timber until recently. Rabbits devastated 
the area in the 1890s. Then the 
ironbarks were cut. They were used for 
railway sleepers and fence posts. 
Hundreds of men lived isolated lives as 
sleeper cutters in the forests. Between 
the 1920s and the mid 1990s over five © 
million sleepers were cut from the 
Pilliga forest. In the 1950s, with 
myxomatosis, rabbits were brought 


under control and large-scale forest 
Sandstone like lacework. 


The grand cave entrance. 


Sandstone wind sculpted like waves in motion. 


regeneration began. The Forestry Department managed the 
forests for harvesting by thinning of cypress pine. In 2000 
sleeper cutting ended and a reassessment of forestry practices 
has led to the transfer of many state forests to national park 
status. This was formalised in the Brigalow and Nandewar 
Community Conservation Act 2005 which also created the 
Community Conservation Area, with greater community input. 


Some areas of the forest, particularly in the Western Pilliga, are 
completely dominated by cypress pine (Callitris spp.), however 
there are many distinct plant communities in the forest, some of 
which do not include Callitris pine. Casuarinas dominate some 
areas, and eucalypts occur everywhere. The black trunks of the 
ironbarks contrast with the stark white of the Tumbledown Gums. 
Wildflowers abound in spring. You can see the deep gold of 
wattles, the pale yellow of phebaliums, bright purple of 
hardenbergia, soft purple of stipandra, cream bells of styphelia, 
pink of boronia or zieria. Grasstrees keep company with 
macrozamia palms. 


Several species, plant and animal, bear the Pilliga name, and 
some are rare and vulnerable. 


The Pilliga Mouse Pseudonyms 
pilligaensis, first described in 1980, is 
not common. It has been found in 
shrubby habitats dominated by 
melaleucas with Acacia burrowii and an 
overstorey of the bloodwood Corymbia 
trachyphioia. It lives communally in 
burrows and has a varied diet that 
includes seeds, green shoots, insects 
and fungi. It can successfully survive fire 
by hiding in the burrows which are 20-30 
cm underground, have two entrances 
and a nest chamber lined with leaves. 
Bhoto wales Dedman There are three dunnart Sminthopsis 
species in the Pilliga. They have 
granulated pads on their feet that let 
them run upside-down across the roof of 
sandstone caves. The coming of the 
white man led to the disappearance of 
the Rufous Bettongs (Oxley's Rat- 
kangaroos), the Bridle Nail-tailed 
Wallabies.and the Bilbies (which were 
common in the 1880s). Soldier 
settlement farms had been opened up in 
1919 and the 1940s. 


There are 16 land snails, three of them 
unique to the area. Most are only imm 
long and feed on detritus. One is a 
cannibal, feeding on other snails. It is a 
remnant from Gondwanan rainforest 
times. By contrast, a desert crab found 
last year survives by hiding in burrows in 
times of drought. 


Photo: Valda Dedman 


The Pilliga Box Eucalyptus pilligaensis is 
often called pox box, knock ‘em box, 
narrow-leaved or mallee box. It flowers 
in late autumn. Some beekeepers 
believe its low-quality pollen leads to the 
collapse of bee colonies who have 


Photo: Valda Dedman 
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worked this species. The Pilliga Wattle Acacia pilligaensis grows 
in sand, has long narrow phyllodes with a slightly off-centre 
pointed tip. The Pilliga Daisy Brachyscome formosa with 
burgundy coloured flowers, has long been cultivated as a garden 
plant. 


The Pilliga is full of surprises. We came upon a neat little pile of 
scats, larger than those of a mouse, dark brown like a bush rat's, 
but we couldn't tell what animal had left them there on the track. 
It surprised us to see kurrajongs growing in a cypress pine forest 
that had obviously once also contained large box trees. It was in 
the Yarrigan National Park, until recently State Forest, and not 
far from the firewatch tower, around whose base we found 
bluebells growing. We have seen a wild pig's jawbone and a bee 
site. Hunting, with a permit, is allowed in state forests. We have 
seen the hoof marks of brumbies around a dam. There are still a 
number of wild horses in the Pilliga. 


The nature of the Pilliga will change yet again. There is more 
emphasis on tourism and, hopefully, on interpretation. Fewer 
forests are being milled, but a new threat has appeared in the 
form of coal seam gas exploitation in the northern Pilliga. There 
is a great deal of concern about the effects this might have on 


the environment. Three years ago we found Bohena 7 gas plant 
and its unlined dam tucked away in the forest. 


The Pilliga supports a rich and diverse ecosystem. There are 900 
plant species; more than 40 of them are wattles, some 25 
eucalypts, numerous orchids. There are 230 bird species, 
including the Grey-crowned Babbler and the Glossy Black 
Cockatoo, 32 mammal species including the rare Corben's Long- 
eared Bat, 14 frog species, 50 reptiles. Bird Trails and Wildflower 
Trails have been mapped out, but it is still possible to take the 
wrong turning and come up with a whole new set of discoveries. 


References: 

http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au 

http://sore.net.au/558/eastern-star-gas-and-the-environment/ 

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (2008). The Pilliga Forest. 
[map]. i 

Oxley, J. (1820) Journal of Two Expeditions into the Interior of New 
South Wales. John Murray, London. 

Rolls, E. (2011) A Million Wild Acres. 30th anniversary edn, Hale & 
Iremonger, McMahons Point, NSW. 

Whitehead, J. (2005) Tracking the Explorers. Volume 2. Oxley and 
Evans. J. Whitehead, Coonabarabran. 

www.australianfauna.com/pilligamouse.php 


Mid-week Bird Group—excursion report 
Cowies Creek, 22 September 2011 


G owies Creek is only a few kilometres long and is now mostly 
surrounded by suburbs north of Geelong. The parks and 
pathways surrounding the creek are very well maintained so walk 
conditions are very pleasant. A survey several years ago found 
good numbers of Growling Grass Frogs in some sections of the 
creek but other sections are overgrown by Kikuyu grass so 
biodiversity is restricted. 


Chestnut Teal 


..-Lorraine Phelan 


The Mid-week Bird Group (11 people) explored several sections, 
one between the Ring Road and Anakie Road and one by the 
lake in Seagull Paddock. Despite the very windy conditions we 
managed to see 38 species including White-necked Herons and 
a pair of Darters. Two of the herons were juveniles. The reed- 
warblers were calling and so were the Common Froglets. 
Leader: Lorraine Phelan 


Eastern Great Egret 


White-plumed Honeyeater Fairy Martin (nests) 


Pacific Black Duck White-faced Heron Red Wattlebird Common Blackbird 

Rock Dove Straw-necked Ibis New Holland Honeyeater Common Starling 

Spotted Dove Purple Swamphen Australian Magpie Common Myna 

Common Bronzewing Dusky Moorhen Grey Fantail House Sparrow 

Crested Pigeon Masked Lapwing Willie Wagtail European Goldfinch 
Australasian Darter (2) Silver Gull Little Raven 

Little Pied Cormorant Rainbow Lorikeet Magpie-lark Also 1 Caper White butterfly 
Pied Cormorant Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo Australian Reed-Warbler and Common Froglets calling. 
White-necked Heron (2 adults, Superb Fairy-wren Little Grassbird 


2 juveniles) Yellow-rumped Thornbill Welcome Swallow 


Photos: Lorraine Phelan 


A number of bird species find good living conditions in the lake in Seagull Paddock (Deppeler Park). 
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Herpetology report 
... Trevor Pescoit 


he warmer weather in September saw many reptiles become active, with two snakes killed when they were basking on the road 
bitumen which is warmer than the ground beside the road. We can expect many road-killed bluetongue lizards in the coming 
months as they also bask on the bitumen and gravel roads. 
Marbled Gecko 05/09/11 A tiny, light brown individual found inside at Belmont. 
Tree Dragon (Jacky Lizard) 1 14/09/11 Happy Valley Track, Long Forest, in mallee, ran under rocks on an LSt, MHe 
escarpment. 
Garden Skink 2 16/09/11 Yaugher, under separate tiles. TP 
2 17/09/11 Caspers-Yaugher, tiny individuals under rocks in the unburnt section of TP 
the Otway Forest Park. 
Southern Water Skink 17/09/11 Mooleric Road, Birregurra, regularly seen in roadside rock-stacks. RBe 


1 17/09/11 Caspers-Yaugher unburnt section, sun-basking on a log TP 
White's Skink 1 17/09/11 Mooleric Road, Birregurra, under a log on the ground. RBe, TP 
Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 1 05/09/11 Victoria Terrace, Belmont, in the garden. TP 
White-lipped Snake 1 21/09/11 Hutt Gully, Anglesea, moved from leaf-litter to hole. i LBr per HSc 
Lowland Copperhead 1 15/09/11 Anakie Road, west of Carr’s Road, killed on road, 1.05 m long. TP 
1 15/09/11 Balliang, in grass beside Lees Bridge. TP 
17/09/11 Mooleric Road, Birregurra; this is the only snake noted here. RBe 
Mainland Tiger Snake 1 15/09/11 Anakie Road, east of Darlington Drive, roadkill, 0.9 m long. TP 
Eastern Brown Snake 2 17/09/11 You Yangs, observed and photographed. PHa, EWt 
Growling Grass Frog 1 Mid-July ‘11 Found on Mooleric Road, Birregurra at night. RBe 
Southern Brown Tree Frog 13/08/11 Yaugher, heard calling in the evening. TP 
15/09/11 Brisbane Ranges, heard calling near Stony Creek Picnic Ground. SI, TP 
Spotted Marsh Frog Mid-Aug '11 Edwards Point Reserve, many in long grass. SQ 
8 15/09/11 Balliang, under tiles near Lees Bridge TP 
17/09/11 Mooleric Road, Birregurra, many under rocks, log and roofing ironon RBe, TP 
the ground. 


Observers: EWt, Echidna Walkabout; HSc, Helen Schofield; LBr, Lance Breguet; LSt, Laura Stenzler; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; PHa, 
Paul Hackett; RBe, Rob Beach; SI, Shona Innes; SQ, Stuart Quick; TP, Trevor Pescott j 


Two Bluetongue Lizards 


... Trevor Pescott 
f you do see any bluetongue lizards, try to decide if they are Although it is yet to be confirmed, it appears the Eastern is more 
the Eastern or Blotched species. Once you see the two, ít is likely to be in grasslands while the Blotched may be more often 


relatively easy to decide which one you are looking at. If in doubt, seen in bushland. 

and have a camera handy, a photograph will show the 

differences clearly. In cold weather, before spring really warms The two photographs below show the difference in body 
up, the markings may be a bit obscured—but they are still there. markings. 


RON Soca ORO. BBS 2 REEE 


Blotched Bluetongue Photo: Trevor Pescott Eastern Bluetongue Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Working Group—2011 report 


t was most pleasing to have well over 60 keen and enthusiastic 

observers volunteer their time and energy to survey local salt 
marshes, islands, golf courses and assorted habitats 
participating in the three formal OBP searches during this year. A 
sincere thank you is extended to everyone who has helped with 
these surveys in 2011. There are now more than 270 interested 
parties on my contact list! 


Summary of 2011 OBP sightings on the Bellarine Peninsula 
At Lake Connewarre, in May we found two OBPs and three in 
June. At Swan Bay three OBPs were found in July and again in 
early September, three were found. Then on the 12 September 
two adult OBPs were identified on Duck Island, two hours after 
there was a positive sighting of three OBPs at Queenscliff Golf 
Course. Four follow up visits to this locality, by your Working 
Group Co-ordinator, failed to turn up any sign of these birds. 


The Orange-bellied Parrot recovery team is holding a two-day 
meeting in Melbourne in October to discuss and finalise the new 


... Craig Morley 


OBP Recovery Plan which will guide our actions for the next few 
years. If you have any comments or questions, please address 
these to Craig by 7 October. 


Once again, to all who have helped and encouraged from 
interested and keen supporters who have emailed, from 
interstate and overseas, to those who have walked many 
kilometres in salt marsh ... a very big thank you! 


The OBP survey dates for 2012 have been set: 
19 & 20 May 
28 & 29 July 
8 & 9 September 

Please put these in your diaries. 


Craig Morley, Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Working Group 
Co-ordinator. Ph 03 5221 4604 e-mail: craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 


Craig Morley, Joanne van den Broek and Barry Lingham searching for Orange-bellied Parrots near the Queenscliff Golf Club on 


Swan Island. 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Library report 


Australian Seashores: A Guide for the Beach-lover, naturalist, 
fisherman and student, W J Dakin, 1976 (Shirley Bartlett) 
[574.925 DAK] 

The Kangaroo, Michael Archer & Tim Flannery, 1985 (Shirley 
Bartlett) [559.2 ARC] 

Australian Seashore Life, John Child, 1962 (Shirley Bartlett) 
[574.92 CHI] 
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..LOrraine Phelan 


The Mammals of Australia, John Gould & Joan Nixon, 1983 
Shirley Bartlett) [599.0994 GOU] 


Abbreviations used: # = GFNC purchase, (...) = Donor's name if 
known. 


This month 


hetorical question! What do a couple of camera-toting 
tourists, a telephone call, a boardwalk over a lagoon and 
distracting turtles have in common? 


We had just stepped on to the boardwalk at Horseshoe Bend, 
Moama when Val got the call. I'd indicated that I'd move on a bit 
(code for birdwatching) but was quickly put out by the antics of a 
couple ahead of me, who were intent on getting their heads on 
camera in as many positions as possible and, of course, quite 
unaware of what was under their feet, literally—a good flock of 
Little Black Cormorants which they duly put up. 


Little Black Cormorants, Horseshoe Bend Reserve, Moama 
Photo: Joe Hubbard 


But | was soon mollified—well partly—by the appearance of 
several snake-like heads above water—turtles (Murray River 
short-necked?)—which demanded a photo. (I do ask too much of 
our little camera.) 


| became so immersed that | missed Val's insistent 'come hither’ 

signals until | happened to glance in her direction. What the - 
heck?" | hurried back to excited pointing and mouthing ‘bird’ (she 

still on the phone!) and there right under our noses was an Azure 
Kingfisher perched on a branch overlooking the lagoon. 


The usual experience, with these, and you have to get lucky, is a 
tantalizing glimpse of a small bright blue bird dashing low over 
some creek or waterway—and often that's all you get. Even 


Azure Kingfisher, Horseshoe Bend Reserve, Moama 
Photo: Joe Hubbard 


...Joe Hubbard 


when it's perched and intently watching for small fish it is 
surprisingly hard to detect. (That's my excuse anyway—I walked 
past it.) But there it was, breathtakingly beautiful—a deep 
glistening blue, white throat, rufous underparts, bright orange 
legs and a long black beak. 


Fast Facts—Azure Kingfisher: 

e Observed Moama NSW, Horseshoe Bend Reserve 15/9/11 
e Prefers well-vegetated waterways 

e Uncommon in our area 

e Nest a tunnel in bank near water 

e Sacred Kingfishers more likely to be-seen here. -*=» 


OOP ROO re CORSE 


Well, | be ... stalking lizards. | couldn't imagine doing this but | 
guess there's a first time. 


Last year | reported via ‘This Month' of the skittish lizard that Val 
had glimpsed disappearing under some exfoliating rocks at the 
Dog Rocks, Batesford. The other day, 18/9/11, we were out that 
way enjoying the riverside walk off Dog Rocks Rd and as an 
afterthought decided to see if that lizard was out—the weather 
conditions ideal for sunning on warm rocks. The trick was to 
keep a low profile and use the limited cover available. (To the 
uninitiated observer this could be interpreted as two adults 
playing hide and seek.) We got close enough to scan with 
binoculars the rocky outcrops and, to be honest, quite 
unexpectedly found two largish brown lizards sunning, one 
draped over the other. At this distance they were pretty hard to 
distinguish from the rocky background, brown on brown. More 
stalking, heads down, now close enough to distinguish darkish 
blotches and scribbles on brownish bodies and to get a passable 
photo to help with identification. We stood up. Instant reaction 
from lizards. Gone—into a rock crevice. 


Fast Facts: 


e Believe these to be Cunningham's Skinks 

e Described as large, robust, up to 150 mm (measured from 
snout to vent (anus)—tail excluded) 

e _ Habitat—rocky outcrops 

e Females give birth to live young 

e Trevor Pescott is the 'go to person' for good advice 


Cunningham's Skinks, Batesford 


Photo: Joe Hubbard 


... Continued next page 
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... Continued from previous page 


© ©% >% >% > > 


‘Do you know where you are?’ Maybe a pertinent questions in 
other places but ... 3 


We were out at Anakie to look for that Fairy Waxflower and had 
just pulled over at 'that spot' when this trailbiker pulled up beside 
us and... 


We said we were OK, still a bit puzzled and a bit on guard. 
During the conversation that followed we explained what we 
were up to and he in turn said he just lived down the road and 
was able to direct us to all the hotspots for wildflowers. But | tell 
you what, where we were was pretty good—but we couldn't find 
waxflowers. We marvelled at the exuberance all around us here 
at DeMotts Rd, Clarkes Rd, along Geelong-Ballan Rd and 
Butchers Rd and... 


And a Painted Honeyeater sang in the middle of Newstead 
23/9/11. 


Blunt Everlastings in flower in the Brisbane Ranges. 
l 
gees Photo: Joe Hubbard 


Angair Wildflower Weekend and Art Show 


...Deborah Evans 


Fe once the Angair wildflower show didn't coincide with our by Barb and John Bell. Thanks also to Bruce and to Dave and 
excursion weekend, so we managed to have somebody at Betty King who also took turns at the stand. 


our stand both days. 
We had a lot of visitors, so hopefully that will translate into some 


Diana did a magnificent job setting up the display, which was new members. 
made even more spectacular by the wonderful flowers provided Photos: Dave King 


Volunteers needed 


While our photographs are colourful and attract a lot of attention, we need to spend a bit more time working on our labelling and on 
making sure we have photos the right size and shape to fit our display board. We also need to update our flora section, so we will be 
contacting some of our keen photographers to get some new photos. 


If you have the technology to help label and print photos, or can assist with mounting and laminating, please contact Deborah Evans, 
5243 8687. , 


Did you know? 


Wildlife Rescue and Information Network Inc (WRIN) is an native animals. It is fully endorsed by the Department of 
organisation dedicated to the care of orphaned, sick or injured Sustainability and Environment. Phone 0419 356433. 
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Bird Group meeting—recording bird observations 
15 September 2011 


he Geelong Field Naturalists Club has been recording 

observations of flora and fauna since its inception. Up until 
the advent of computers, observations were noted at meetings 
by a member writing them out and they were published in the 
Newsletter or Geelong Naturalist. A bird observation report form 
was introduced to assist observers to record the sort of 
information that helps make a useful addition to the knowledge of 
birds in the region. In 1992, the bird observations were also 
recorded in a new separate publication, The Geelong Bird Report 
(GBR). 


Over the years, many members also started sending in 
observations via email. From 2005, all GFNC observations were 
recorded on a spreadsheet, as well as in the Naturalist and the 
GBR. This assisted research of the data, allowing lists of species 
seen from a particular site or a list of the sites where species 
were observed. 


With more members having access to computers, it has been 

decided to encourage members to use electronic recording of 

their observations. There are several advantages to doing this: 

e Observers can quickly make a complete list of birds seen at a 
particular site. 

e Spelling of names is accurate. 

e Observations can be quickly sorted to be listed in taxonomic 
order. 

e tis easier to store the electronic data rather than keeping 
paper lists or observation slips. 

e tstreamlines the processes used to enter observations for 
the Geelong Naturalist and also for the GBR. 


Two Excel spreadsheet have been created to assist in the 
process of recording. The first is designed to be used to create a 
list of birds from one site survey. It is used in conjunction with the 
Checklist of the Birds in the Geelong Region (or other checklists 
that are printed in taxonomic order). With a bit of practice, it is 
possible to make a complete list of around 50 birds in less than 
five minutes. The second sheet is designed for the entry of 
observations that come from several sites on different dates. 


The format of the spreadsheets is similar to that on the 
Observation Report slips. The following data is required: Species 
Name; Date; Location; Observer. The names used correspond to 
those in Christidis and Boles Systemics & Taxonomy of 
Australian Birds (2008). The number seen and other comments 
can also be added. 


... Barry Lingham 


Please note the system used for the site: 

Location—lf the observation was in a National Park or other 
regionally known park, Lake, Beach or River use that name. 
Otherwise indicate the region as described by postal address 
region. 

Comment—start by noting the precise location. For example: If 
the location was Reedy Lake, the comment might start with 
Fitzgeraids Rd. Use road names or local landmarks to 
identify the site as accurately as possible. Keep the 
comments as succinct as possible, but include all important 
details. 


The following guidelines can be used in deciding if an individual 

observation is worthy of recording: 

e Any bird listed as Uncommon (U) or Rare (R) in the 
Checklist. 

e Any unusual or interesting behaviour exhibited by a bird. 
Larger than usual flocks. 

e Breeding records—nest building, eggs young, mating 
behaviour. 

e Seasonal first returns of migratory species. 

e Birds in an unusual location or habitat. 


The introduction of electronic data entry means that we can deal 
with more observations. Site lists provide a complete picture of 
the species present—some species that are common now may 
decrease in the future, so site lists recording all species are very 
useful. 


To assist in development of skills in the use of spreadsheets, 
members at the Bird Group Meeting used the instructions to 
practice entry of data. Like all new concepts, it takes a few times 
before it becomes easy, but people quickly picked up the ideas. 
For those who wish to give this method a try-out, you can either 
email Barry at lingham@tpg.com.a or download the instructions 
and spreadsheets from the GFNC website 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfne 


In the past month, bird observation records data from Jerringot 
and also from Lake Victoria have been used by the GFNC in 
submissions. Having access to extensive electronically stored 
observation records is invaluable in researching information. We 
encourage all members to try the new system, but we will still 
accept observations sent via email or observation slips. 


Plant Group report 


18 September 

Once again our small group—five regulars absent—spent an 
animated session discussing and identifying plant specimens 
from a wide range of Australian locations; this left little time to 
consider the intended subject, ‘the origin of plant names’. That 
subject will be discussed at out 8 November meeting. We were 
pleased to have a new member join our group. Welcome Sarah. 
We look forward to your contribution. 


...Dick Southcombe 


11 October 

John Arnott will present the Wider Geelong Flora Lecture titled 
‘Royal Botanic Garden, Cranbourne, where horticulture meets 

ecology. (See notice on p. 16.) Please make this lecture widely 
known and arrive early. 7.00 p.m. meet and greet—tea, coffee 
and biscuits, arrange seating—7.30 p.m. lecture commences. 
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Butterfly report 


he first butterflies to return were the Cabbage Whites, back 

in August, and now you can usually see them when the sun 
comes out. | wonder what the effect of the increase in canola 
crops will be on Cabbage White populations. As | drove south 
from NSW recently, the brilliant paddocks of gold lit up the 
countryside, but the road was often edged with feral canola. The 
word ‘canola’ comes from ‘Canadian oil low acid' and the plant is 
a Brassica, like cabbage and wild turnip, and was bred naturally 
from rapeseed B. rapus in Canada. It is no coincidence that the 
scientific name for the butterfly is Pieris rapae. Mice have 
reportedly eaten their way through canola fields; but Cabbage 


...Valda Dedman 


The larvae of the other early butterflies, the Jezebels and the 
Dusky-blues, feed on parasitic plants—Jezebels on mistletoes 
and Dusky-blues on dodders. 


The first of the migrating 'browns' have arrived; we have reports 
of both Australian Painted Ladies and Yellow Admirals. It will be 
another month before the Common Browns arrive but there will 
be other 'brown' species to watch out for. There could also be a 
major Caper White migration. The Orchard Butterfly pupa at 
Anakie did not survive the winter. Will we see these large black 
butterflies again this season? 


White larvae are not considered a serious crop pest, although 
other insects such as mites can cause damage. Will control 
measures for them affect the butterflies? 


Imperial Jezebel 2/09/2011 Yaugher 1 male, 1 female at tree-top height, 5 p.m. 


14/09/2011 You Yangs, east side Great 2, separate sightings TF 
Circle Drive 
18/09/2011 Highton, top of hill (The Ridge) 1 flying around canopy of Spotted Gum, 8.15 a.m. JN 
22/09/2011 Pt Lonsdale Lighthouse 10+ flying around base of lighthouse, strong WNW TF 
wind, midday 
23/09/2011 Yaugher 1 male feeding on flowering Swamp Heath, 3 p.m. TP 
(photo on front cover) 
Spotted Jezebel 14/09/2011 Long Forest, Happy Valley Tk 1 in mallee MHe 
Cabbage White 19/08/2011 Highton, Barrabool Rd 1, first for season, 10.45 a.m. JN 
19/08/2011 Princes Hwy between Geelong 5 JN 
and Werribee 
19/08/2011 Princes Hwy near Melbourne 6 JN 
24/08/2011 Grovedale, Abervale Village several flying around, warm, sunny afternoon DK 
3/09/2011 Highton, North Valley Rd 1 in garden, sunny, 1.25 p.m. VWD 
7/09/2011 Highton, North Valley Road flying around lavender, sunny, 1 p.m. VWD 
14/09/2011 Sandy Ck Rd, west side of You many in grass TF 
Yangs 
Yellow Admiral 17/09/2011 Long Forest, Long Point Tk 1 MHe 
18/09/2011 Anglesea, cnr O'Donohue Rd & 2 in heathland, filtered sunlight. 2-3 p.m. JN 
Harvey St 
21/09/2011 Yaugher several on track in sunshine TP 
22/09/2011 Anglesea, O’Donohue Rd 4 flying 1-1.5 m above ground, alighting on broken TF 


acacia trunk, 4.45 p.m. 
15+ flying close to ground & chasing each other. Very TF 
fresh-looking specimens, 5 p.m. 


Australian Painted Lady 22/09/2011 Anglesea, O’Donohue Rd 


23/09/2011 Yaugher flew through, 3 p.m. TP 
25/09/2011 Long Forest, Happy Valley Tk 2 in mallee MHe 
Varied Dusky-blue 8/09/2011 Long Forest, Happy Valley Tk 1 in mallee MHe 

15/09/2011 Anglesea, O'Donohue Rd, top many, some showing attractive maroon/rusty brown TF 
of hill upperside 

18/09/2011 Anglesea, cnr O' panonia Rd & dozens in heathland, filtered sunlight. 2-3 p.m. JN 
Harvey St 

25/09/2011 Long Forest, Happy Valley Tk 1 in mallee MHe 


Observers: DK, Dave King; JN, John Newman; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott; VWD, Valda Dedman 


ANOS Geelong Orchid Show 


Every spring ANOS Geelong holds its a native. orchid show. These, are great events to see a vide fange of our native orchids i 
and to meet members. of our society who. are always wiling to discuss any, cultivation and conservation | issues yoú may have. 


The 24th ‘Annual Native oreng Show will be held on the FE November 2011 between 10: 00 a.m, ang 4.00 p.m. each gay, at: 


Masonic Centre, 25-27 Regent Street; Belmont (Meways Map 451 H10.: 0) P 5 
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Challenge Bird Count—the Brisbane Ranges circuit 
Changes for 2011 


ince 1961 the Geelong Field Naturalists Club has run the 

Challenge Bird Count—in association with the Bird 
Observers Club of Australia (more recently Birds Observation 
Conservation Australia)—on set routes around the Bellarine 
Peninsula (starting at Pt Addis) and the Brisbane Ranges (starting 
at Steiglitz Courthouse) from 6 a.m. on the first Sunday in 
December. 


GFNC members should be rightly proud of the commitment of 
members and friends to these Bird Counts over many, many 
years. In recent years it has been increasingly difficult for 
observers to make a commitment of time to these most enjoyable 
and worthwhile counts and a slight variation of timing has been 
suggested, but not acted upon, to enable more people to 
participate. 


Craig Morley, leader of the Brisbane Ranges Circuit, will be 
unavailable for the usual first Sunday of December in 2011. 


... Craig Morley 


Craig's unavailability has provided an opportunity for a slight 
change in timing so, in consultation with Barry Lingham, the 
following changes will apply: 


Brisbane Ranges Challenge Bird Count will be held on 
Saturday 12 November 2011 commencing at 6 a.m. at 
Steiglitz Courthouse and finishing at North Shore at approx. 
7 p.m. 


If you are able to help with the Brisbane Ranges Bird Count, or 
you would like more information, please contact Craig by email 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com or phone 5221 4604. 

We hope this slight variation will provide observers with an 
opportunity to participate. 


The Bellarine Challenge Bird Count will be held as usual on 
Sunday 4 December 2011. Contact Barry Lingham (details inside 
back cover). 


The larvae of the Painted Cup Moth, sometimes called Junks, are 
doing extensive damage to the gum trees around Wensleydale and 
perhaps far beyond. 

Photo: Trevor Pescott 


< Cup Moth from Messmate leaves and caterpillar dung on road, 
Gherang. Photo: Graeme Stockton 


A brief message 


jai Member, Leila Ramsay, who joined our club during 1968, 
celebrates her 100th birthday on 28 October. Leila made a 
significant contribution as Librarian from the early 1980s when 
she would welcome newcomers and recommend a helpful book. 


-Dick Southcombe 


Her recall of matters botanical is amazing. Leila returned to her 
home town during 2000 and now resides at Strath Haven, 149° 
Condon St, Bendigo 3550. 


"Brisbane e Ranges Wilatiower s Show 


‘Sunday 9 October, £ 9, 30: am. 4.30 p pm 


_ Anakie Hall, Staughton Vale Ra, Anakie i 


r “Cash h Sales only -No EFTPOS S Entry: gold coin donation. - Refreshments available at venue e : 


: For further information online bus bookinas visit t http: lhomewlenet net. aul-fobr/wildflowershow ae : 
Phone: (03) 5366 0000 | Email: friends _ _br@yahoo.com.au : 
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B ird List for GFNC excursion 21 August 2011—a boat trip 
outside Heads and lower Port Phillip. 


Common Name 
Grey Teal 


Black-browed Albatross 2 


Shy Albatross 
Fluttering Shearwater 
Little Penguin 


Australasian Gannet 


Little Pied Cormorant 
Pied Cormorant 
Black-faced Cormorant 


Australian Pelican 
White-faced Heron 


Australian White Ibis 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Caspian Tern 
Crested Tern 


Pacific Gull 
Silver Gull 


Singing Honeyeater 
Welcome Swallow 


hat an exciting time to be a birdwatcher. Many local 

species are breeding and lots of spring migrants have 
returned. The numbers and distribution of bird populations has 
changed with the wetter year and this is reflected in the 


observations. 


Chestnut-rumped Heathwren are usually very difficult to locate, 
but Grace and Joanne saw a pair that were loud and active in the 


6 
6 


Bass Strait and Port Phillip Bay—bird list 


...Craig Morley 


Full excursion report in Geelong Naturalist Vol. 47 No. 05, 
September 2011. 


Comment 

Bass Strait, outside Heads. 3 small flocks, each flying in a general NNE direction. 

Bass Strait. Out to sea. 

Bass Strait. Out to sea. 

Bass Strait. Out to sea. 3 in group and 3 single birds. 

Bass Strait. Including a group of 10. 

Port Phillip, South Channel Fort. Several well developed downy young noted at burrow entrances. 


Bass Strait, out to sea (12). In Port Phillip, Pope's eye and Wedge light (250). Pairs courting and 
birds sitting on nests. 


Queenscliff Harbour. 

Port Phillip. In flight and perched on artificial structures. 

Bass Strait. Flying beyond Port Phillip Heads (5). Port Phillip, in flight and perched on artificial 
structures (25). 

Port Phillip, flying SE over South Channel Fort. 


Bass Strait, 2 small flocks and single bird in flight outside Port Phillip Heads over open water 
towards land. 


Port Phillip, many in flight. Mainly between Mud Islands and Mornington Peninsula. 
Port Phillip, many in flight. Mainly between Mud Islands and Mornington Peninsula. 
Bass Strait, outside Port Phillip Heads. 


Bass Strait, outside Port Phillip Heads (30). Port Phillip, in flight and perched on artificial structures 
(150). 


Bass Strait, outside Port Phillip Heads. Pt. Lonsdale, on exposed rock platform. 

Bass Strait, outside Port Phillip Heads (50). Port Phillip, South Channel Fort. 800+ poss 1,000 
birds. Many nesting. 

Queenscliff Harbour. 

Port Phillip, South Channel Fort. Several flying about. And also several at Queenscliff Harbour. 


Bird Observations 
August-September 2011 
..Barry Lingham 


Whiskered terns. The continued activity by ibis and Magpie 
Geese may indicate breeding taking place. Hardhead have 
returned to the lake and many other wetlands in the region. Buff- 
banded Rails are another cryptic species that inhabit local 
wetlands. From records in many areas, it appears that they are 
present in greater numbers than normally seen. 


Thanks to all those who have submitted their observation records. 


Brisbane Ranges. Grace also located another pair a few days 


later. Breeding was later confirmed, with 2 fledglings present. 
Over the past 20 years, small numbers of Red-capped Robins 
have been seen at the You Yangs on occasions. It is good to see 


that they are still about. 


Barn Owls have rarely been recorded in the past 10 years, but 
they have been seen in many locations in the past month. 


Observers: 

BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley: 
CJa, Carla Jackett; CPt, Chris Pitfield; DR, David Rantall; GL, 
Grace Lewis; GWh, Glen White; JDy, Janine Duffy; JVB, Joanne 
Van Den Broek; LMa, Lachlan Manley; MG, Madeline Glynn; 
RGa, Rob Ganly: RMi, Rob Missen; RSm, Rosalind Smallwood: 
SQ, Stuart Quick 


Unfortunately many succumb to accidents when cars hit them at 


night. Irruptions in our area usually follow good breeding 
conditions for mice or native rodents further north. 


The following observations are a selection of those submitted. All 
observations will be published in Geelong Bird Report. 


Reedy Lake continues to shelter many waterbirds. Gull-billed 
Terns were seen recently, as well as Caspian Terns and 
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Species Date Comment Observers 
Stubble Quail 8 10/09/2011 Lake Connewarre, East paddocks. CMo, LMa, CJa 
Magpie Goose 21 8/09/2011 Reedy Lake, East paddock. CPt 


2 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Woods Rd. 2 flew into reed bed. CMo 
Musk Duck 4 8/09/2011 Reedy Lake, end of Coppards Road. CPt 
Australasian Shoveler 4 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Fitzgeralds Rd. 2 pairs amongst 100s of teal. CMo, CJa 
Hardhead 45 23/08/2011 Batesford, Private property. With Teal sp. and Pacific Black Duck. RGa 

20 6/09/2011 Brisbane Ranges NP, Lower Stony Creek Reservoir. GL, JVB 

6 8/09/2011 Reedy Lake, End of Coppards Rd. CPt 

20 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Moolap Station Rd. Flock flew in. CMo, CJa 
Shy Albatross 3 28/08/2011 — Barwon Heads, from The Bluff GWh 
Giant-Petrel sp. 1 28/08/2011 Barwon Heads, from The Bluff. All dark bird GWh 
Australasian Darter 1 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Moolap Station Rd. Male perched on nest box. CMo, CJa 
White-necked Heron 1 Aug-11 Beeac. On grassy seasonal swamp RMi 

3 25/08/2011 Serendip. Also on 17/9, 21/9.. per JDy 

1 18/09/2011 Brisbane Ranges NP, Switch Rd. Fushed from water point. GL 
Nankeen Night-Heron 1 Aug-11 Beeac.First sighting in about 40 years on this property. RMi 
Australian White Ibis 1 13/08/2011 Batesford, Moorabool River Reserve. SQ 

100 10/09/2011 Lake Connewarre, East paddocks. Flying in small flocks. CMo, LMa, CJa 

20 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Woods Rd. 1 carrying nesting material into reed bed. CMo 

100 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Fitzgeralds Rd. 50 flying over. CMo, CJa 
Straw-necked Ibis 100 10/09/2011 Lake Connewarre, East paddocks. Flying in small flocks. CMo, LMa, CJa 

100 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Fitzgeralds Rd. 50 flying over. CMo, CJa, CPt 

12+ 19/09/2011 Pt Lonsdale. Fying in from Port Phillip Bay in a westerly direction. RSm 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 1 1/08/2011 Ocean Grove, Barwon Estuary. MG 

2 10/09/2011 Lake Connewarre, East paddocks. Adults perched in nest tree. CMo, LMa, CJa 
Grey Goshawk 1 11/08/2011 | Bambra. Eating a dead kangaroo. JMo 
Swamp Harrier 4 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Fitzgeralds Rd. 1 carrying twig into reed bed. CMo, CJa 
Little Eagle 1 13/08/2011  Batesford, Moorabool River Reserve. Also 1 on 23/8 SQ, RGa 

1 25/08/2011 Serendip, Also on 21/9/11. per JDy 
Australian Hobby 2 23/08/2011 Batesford. Private property. RGa 
Brolga 9 Aug-11 Weering. Larger numbers than usual. RMi 

2 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Moolap Station Rd. 2 flying towards lake. CMo, CJa 
Buff-banded Rail 2 Aug-11 Beeac. Farm dam RMi 

1 28/08/2011 Swan Bay. Near Swan Bay Jetty. Not often seen here. DR 

1 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Moolap Station Rd. 1 running across road. CMo, CJa 
Australian Spotted Crake 2 23/08/2011 Batesford. Private property. RGa 
Black-tailed Native-Hen p 21/09/2011 Serendip. per JDy 
Black-winged Stilt 16 8/09/2011 Reedy Lake.10 on 10/9. CPt, CMo, CJa 
Banded Stilt 200 Aug-11 Lake Beeac. Recent return of birds after prolonged absence. RMi 
Painted Button-quail 1 6/09/2011 Brisbane Ranges NP, Orchid Tk. Heard calling. GL, JVB 

2 16/09/2011 You Yangs, per JDy 
Gull-billed Tern 8 8/09/2011 Reedy Lake, end of Whitehorse Road. Good views. CPt 
Caspian Tern 1 8/09/2011 Reedy Lake, end of Whitehorse Road. CPt 

4 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Fitzgeralds Rd. CMo, CJa 
Whiskered Tern 50+ 18/09/2011 Lake Connewarre, Salt Swamp beside Barwon Heads Rd. RGa 
Silver Gull many Aug-11 Lough Calvert. Nesting on an island. 1st time in 10 years RMi 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 150 11/08/2011 Brisbane Ranges NP, Steiglitz. Perched in eucalypts 4:30 pm. GL 


Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo p 1/09/2011 You Yangs. Also on 21/9/11. per JDy 

1 10/09/2011 Lake Connewarre, East paddocks. Heard. CMo, LMa, CJa 

1 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Fitzgeralds Rd. Heard. CMo, CJa 
Eastern Barn Owl 1 24/08/2011 Newtown. GWt 

1 28/08/2011 Lara, Forest Rd. BL;BML 

1 28/08/2011 Ocean Grove, Blue Waters Lake. BL;BML 

1 4/09/2011 Beeac. 1st sighting in several years. - RMi 

1 23/09/2011 Ocean Grove, Wallington Rd. Road kill. MG 

1 14/11/2011 Barwon Heads, Barwon Heads Caravan Park. MG 
Chestnut-rumped Heathwren 2 6/09/2011 Brisbane Ranges NP, Orchid Tk. Possibly breeding. GL, JVB 

2 18/09/2011 Brisbane Ranges NP, Outlook Tk. Very active. GL 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 30 23/08/2011 Batesford. RGa 

5 16/09/2011 You Yangs. per JDy 
Crescent Honeyeater 1 11/09/2011 Brisbane Ranges NP, Stony Creek. Calling in wattle regrowth. GL 
Spotted Quail-thrush 2 16/09/2011 You Yangs. y per JDy 
Varied Sittella p 21/09/2011 You Yangs. per JDy 
Crested Shrike-tit p 1/09/2011 Bambra, Bambra Wetlands SQ 
Grey Shrike-thrush 1 Aug-11 Beeac. 2nd record on this property in over 40 years. RMi 
Olive-backed Oriole p 16/09/2011 You Yangs. per JDy 
Dusky Woodswallow p 28/08/2011 Serendip. per JDy 
Satin Flycatcher p 1/09/2011 You Yangs. Male bird per JDy 
Red-capped Robin p 16/09/2011 You Yangs. per JDy 
Flame Robin 1 8/09/2011 Reedy Lake, End of Moolap Station Road. CPt 
Australian Reed-Warbler 2 22/08/2011 Barwon River, Balyang Sanctuary. Season return. GWt 

p 23/08/2011 Batesford. Private property. RGa 

8/09/2011 Reedy Lake. CPt 

2 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Fitzgeralds Rd. Several hd. ; CMo, CJa 
Rufous Songlark p 16/09/2011 You Yangs. per JDy 
Tree Martin 1 10/09/2011 Reedy Lake, Woods Rd. 1 amongst ~10 Welcome Swallows. CMo 
Song Thrush 1 28/08/2011 Newtown. Heard singing for 10 minutes at 9:00am RGa 
Diamond Firetail p 17/09/2011___ You Yangs, Toynes Road. Also on 21/09/11 per JD 
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Midweck Bird Group Excursion 
-Thursday 2 27 October 2011 
 Wooloomanata ; 
: o Leader: Craig Morley 


Once more we have been granted permission to visit this 


private property to the west of the You Yangs. It contains some 


very interesting habitat and affords the opportunity to see — 
several | species which are difficult to see anywhere else AGH 
Geelong. 


We may have the chance to see such delights as Rainbow bee- 
eaters, Black-chinned. Honeyeaters, Varied Sittellas and 
Restless Pygiones: 


Meet: sy a9 a.m. start at the Car. park off Sandy Creek Ra. 
_(ViCroads Ed.6 map 77 H9). Craig will be waiting here. We. 
< will walk in, through the plantation, from the carpark. 

NB: no: car-pooling euengeneuts at: omer venues have 
been made. ; 


Finish: approximately ik 30 P: m. 
Bring: Toney and drinks to carry. We will have morning tea/ 
lunch along the creek. Sunscreen, insect repellent, hat, 


raingear, a warm jacket and sturdy shoes/boots. . 


Enquiries: Craig 52214604, Polly 5244 0182 


Eco book group 


_ Tuesday 29 November 2011 


8.00 p.m. 


“Feeling the Heat, Jo Chandler 


‘She takes us into wild E San inthe company of scientists 


ying to decode climate information.” 


Buy or borrow the Boek and j join us in an OnE. discussion at 
sete home. Phone: 5243 0636: 


- — — Mailing roster 
` October: Joan & Tibor Korn 
November: Sheila Silver 
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7.00 p.m. 


_ GFNC Excursion - 
= Sunday 16 October 2011 i 
herang Gherang Bushland Reserve z 


Leader: Graeme Stockton 


With a ‘upon us, this is the time to investigates one of our 


local bushland spots. The Gherang Gherang Bushland Reserve 
is west of Bellbrae and a perfect spot for both botanists and 
birdwatchers, with a number of tracks for us to explore. Graeme 
and Alison Watson have already produced an extensive plant 


list from one short reconnoitre and the birds were in full chorus! 


The entrance to the reserve is opposite 405 Forest Road. The 
recommended route from Geelong is: Anglesea Rd; right (west) 
into Hendy Main Rd; continue-straight along Grays Rd rather. 
than.swing north along Hendy Main. Rd; then left (south) along 
Forest Rd when you get to. the end of Grays Rd, and then the 
reserve is eo a short distance Ton the Junction.. 


There are no facilities atthe reserve, but \ we can go back to. 


SEa s house for a ‘rest stop" inthe afternoon if needed.. 


Meet: 9.45 at 405 Forest Road. (VicRoads Mapo 93, De) 


Bring: Walking. shoes or boots. and the “isa hal/sunscreen 
_ and/or warm jacket and wet weather gear; morning and 
" afternoon tea; lunch; cameras, birroculars and hand: 
lenses. 


Please arrange to car pool before you ave Gon, as there 


is no intermediate spot to use for car pooling. 


Wider Geelong Flora Gecture 
2 tuesday 11 October 2011. 
| John Arnott 
poxa Botanic Garden, Cranbourne—where 
OUST meets ecology.’ 
aBa mae Room 


: meet and greet—tea, coffee an Bisclits, 
arrange seating. | 


7.30 p. m. lecture commences. : 


Please make this lecture widely, known and a arrive early. 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2011-2012 


President Bruce Lindsay 0439 035 277 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Vice-President Vacant 
Immediate Past President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Secretary Grace Lewis 0438 046 363 g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Peter Turner 5241 2654 presturner@ozemail.com.au 
Minute Secretary Peter Turner 5241 2654 presturner@ozemail.com.au 
Committee Member 

John Bell 5261 3543 soleal @bigpond.com 

Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 

Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 
Belmont Escarpment Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Conservation Group Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 _ brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Editor Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 _——Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Geelong Bird Report Craig Morley 5221 4604  craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 dedmanv@iprimus.com.au 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Fauna Survey Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
Membership Officer 

Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 

Web-master Barry Lingham 5255 4291 —_ lingham@tpg.com.au 

Eco Book Group Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 = Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
General Meeting Minutes Yvonne Campbell 


Coming events 


OCTOBER 2011 NOVEMBER 2011 
4 General Meeting: Fire ecology—David Cheal 1 General Meeting: Seaweeds—Susan Howells 
8-13 Mammal trapping. See p. 3 8 Plant Group: Workshop 
11 Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: John Arnott 17 Bird Group: Meeting 
16 Excursion: Bellbrae Bush 20 Excursion: Grasslands 
Leader: Graeme Stockton j Leader: Mark Trengove 
20 Bird Group: Meeting. 24 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
27 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 29 Eco Book Group 
29-1Nov SEANA Campout: Phillip Island (FNCV) 


nt rn i en a aeaee ee 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday 
evening 24 October 2011. 


Early lodgement of articles would be a great help—late 
copy may not be accepied. 


Photographs—digital as jpg and slides or prints for 
scanning to the Editor Lorraine Phelan: 
Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 


Left: Trevor Pescott and Barry Lingham on board for the GENC 
excursion on Port Phillip Bay. Photo: Tom Fletcher 


DISCLAIMER 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed F ; n 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the G NG meetings ae held at Geelong 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 


source, so that copyright permission can be sought. start at 8.00 p.m. 


The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 


F Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. a Orai niaan Fena Ena E 
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